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Dear Iain, 

Thank you for your email of 22 October on behalf of your constituents about the human 
rights implications of the Nationality and Borders Bill and the Police, Crime, Sentencing 
and Courts Bill.  I am replying as the Minister for Justice and Tackling Illegal Migration.  

The Nationality and Borders Bill, which is part of our New Plan for Immigration, will deliver 
the most comprehensive reform of the asylum and illegal migration system in decades.  
The Bill – and the wider plan – are based on a simple principle: that the right to come here,
to settle here and to build a life here in the UK should be based on need, not on the ability 
to pay people smugglers.  That means building a new system that is fair but firm.  Fair by 
welcoming and supporting those in genuine need, but firm by stopping the abuse of the 
system.  The Nationality and Borders Bill complies with our international obligations.
 
The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill will help keep our communities safe. The 
particular measures highlighted by your constituent will do this by:
 

 Introducing a serious violence duty on specified authorities to work together to 
prevent and reduce serious violence.

 Strengthening police powers to tackle non-violent protests that have a 
significant disruptive effect on the public, such as we have recently seen with 
the Insulate Britain protests around the M25.

 Strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments, where 
trespassers cause distress and misery to local communities and businesses. 

 Introducing new Serious Violence Reduction Orders, giving the police stop and 
search powers to target adults convicted of knife and offensive weapons 
offences.

 
The Government has published an ECHR memorandum with its assessment of the 
compatibility of the provisions in the Bill with the Convention rights.  This memorandum is 
available at the following link: 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-01/0268/JCHRfinalMEMO.pdf.
 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-01/0268/JCHRfinalMEMO.pdf


Finally, your constituents raise concerns about possible plans to overhaul the UK’s Human
Rights Act.  The Government has a manifesto commitment to update the Human Rights 
Act to ensure there is a proper balance between the rights of individuals, national security 
and effective government.  We are examining all the options to improve our human rights 
framework, to make sure it meets the needs of the society it serves and commands public 
confidence.  The Government will conduct an open consultation on any proposed 
legislative changes, which will allow interested parties the chance to feed in their views.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to write and I trust that this reply is helpful.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,

Tom Pursglove MP
Minister for Justice and Tackling Illegal Migration


