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Dear Iain, 

 

HUMANIST MARRIAGES 

 

Thank you for your email of 10 August, on behalf of your constituents, regarding humanist marriages. I am 

reply as the Minister responsible for marriage law.  

 

On 30 June, a statutory instrument was laid to amend the Marriages and Civil Partnerships (Approved 

Premises) Regulations 2005. This follows a commitment made in 2019 to accelerate plans to allow civil 

weddings and civil partnerships to be held outside and to look to implement these changes through 

secondary legislation.   

 

The changes came into effect on 1 July and will give more options to couples and the sector in terms of 

how they celebrate and host the big day, by allowing all aspects of civil weddings and civil partnerships 

ceremonies to take place outdoors, providing greater flexibility especially during the pandemic when there 

are important public health considerations to take into account.   

 

A Law Commission project on marriage and civil partnership is due to report later this year. This is 

expected to present recommendations for wholesale reform to the law governing marriage ceremonies, 

which the Government will consider carefully.  

 

Options being explored by the Law Commission as part of their review include offering couples greater 

flexibility over the form of their ceremony, allowing the ceremony to take place in a much broader range of 

locations and to provide a framework that could allow non-religious belief organisations (such as 

Humanists) and/or independent celebrants to conduct legally binding weddings. The Government will 

decide on provision for non-religious belief marriage in light of the Law Commission's recommendations, 

and it is right for us to await these recommendations. 

 

Kind regards, 
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